
COMMENTATOR PROCEDURES 

1. Please arrive 20 minutes prior to Mass. 
2. Be dressed appropriately – remember that you are a very visible part of the 

worship service.  
3. Sign in by placing your initials on the lector schedule on the scheduling board 

in the sacristy.  If you are subbing for someone, please cross out their name 
and write your name in. 

4. Review the commentator’s book in the sacristy. Names should be spelled out 
phonetically but if you have any questions, please ask the presider or other 
ministers for correct pronunciation of the names.   

5. Greet parishioners as they arrive in the gathering space.   
6. Pray with the other ministers. 
7. When the choir is done, proceed to the ambo bowing before you go up the 

steps. Father usually provides the “go ahead” to start the mass. 
8. Turn the microphone “on” before you start speaking.  The button is at the 

base of the microphone and will light green.  
9. When you are finished, turn the microphone off, take the commentator’s book 

with you and sit in one of the first couple of rows by the ambo. Close proximity 
to the ambo is best. 

10. During the Creed, start proceeding to the ambo. As Father is introducing the 
intercessory prayers, arrive at the ambo. This is intended to reduce “lag” time.  
It is not necessary to bow again before going up the steps. 

11. Make sure the microphone is “on” and read the petitions pausing briefly 
between prayers.   

12. When finished, turn the microphone “off” and step back to the side with head 
bowed and hands folded. When the presider concludes his prayer, bow and 
return to your seat with the commentator book. 

13. After the liturgy, return the commentator’s book to the sacristy. 

Reminders: 

1. Sit in the first couple of rows near the ambo when you are commentating.  If 
your family prefers not to sit near the front, then sit near the front by the ambo 
until you are done and then return to your family. 

2. If you are not able to commentate on your scheduled date, please find a 
substitute by either calling or emailing the lector group.  


